Nero String Quartet Sustainability Policy
1. Introduction & Purpose
The Nero String Quartet recognises the urgent need to act on environmental and social challenges. As a provider of musical services for wedding ceremonies and events, we are committed to minimising our environmental footprint, supporting social wellbeing, and contributing positively to the communities where we perform. This sustainability policy sets out our intentions, guiding principles and practical actions to integrate environmental and social responsibility into our operations and engagements.
2. Scope
This policy applies to all members of the quartet, including contracted musicians, and guides our choices as a supplier to wedding venues, clients, collaborators, and suppliers. It covers environmental impacts (energy use, travel, materials and waste), social responsibility (fair treatment, community engagement) and our broader contribution to sustainable celebrations.
3. Guiding Principles
We commit to:
Environmental Responsibility
· Minimise greenhouse gas emissions associated with our activities, particularly travel and equipment use.
· Reduce waste and avoid single-use materials wherever feasible.
· Consider the environmental impact of equipment and materials we purchase or use.
Social & Community Impact
· Treat all collaborators and clients with fairness, respect and professionalism.
· Support wellbeing, inclusivity and cultural appreciation through our music.
· Engage positively with local communities where we perform.
· Share our policy and progress with clients, venues and partners to encourage collective action.
Transparency & Collaboration
· Communicate openly about our sustainability practices and intentions.
· Work with wedding venues and other suppliers to align efforts and share best practices.
4. Environmental Commitments & Actions
Travel & Transport
· Prioritise low-impact travel where possible (train, car-sharing for group travel, and efficient routing between events).
· Minimise the number and distance of journeys by planning bookings strategically.
· Offset emissions from unavoidable travel through certified carbon offset programmes where possible.
Energy & Equipment
· Use energy-efficient amplification and electronic equipment when required.
· Turn off and unplug equipment when not in use to reduce energy waste.
· Prefer venues that support renewable energy or low-carbon operations.
Materials & Waste
· Avoid single-use plastics (bottles, packaging) on the road; use reusable alternatives.
· Use digital sheet music where practical to reduce paper consumption.
· Recycle materials during travel and at performances where facilities are provided.
Procurement & Suppliers
· Choose suppliers and services that demonstrate sustainable practices.
· Prefer local services (instrument technicians, transport, accommodation) to reduce travel impacts and support local economies.
5. Social & Ethical Actions
· Ensure fair and timely compensation for all musicians and contracted staff.
· Uphold professional standards that promote respect, equality, and diversity in all engagements.
· Engage with local cultural life by supporting community music events when possible.
· Where appropriate, donate time or performance to community or charitable events.
6. Engagement with Venues, Clients & Partners
· Share this Sustainability Policy with wedding venues and clients as part of our engagement process.
· Ask venues about their sustainability practices and collaborate to enhance shared outcomes (e.g. staging, transport coordination).
· Encourage clients to consider sustainability options (e.g. eco-friendly programs, travel coordination for guests).
7. Commitment to Long-Term Goals
We aim to continuously reduce the environmental impact of our operations, contribute positively to social wellbeing and be a trusted partner for venues and clients seeking sustainable celebrations. We recognise that sustainability is an ongoing journey and pledge to regularly update this policy and our practices in pursuit of better outcomes for people and the planet.
